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EDITORIAL. 


Sufficient time has not yet passed to enable us to remark more 
than the immediate effects of the new Libraries Act; but there are 
already signs of much activity and probable expansion. The most 
signilicant event in the past month has been the adoption of the 
Public Libraries Act by the long-delaying metropolitan borough 
of Marylebone, which is about to spend eighty-thousand pounds on 
establishing its system; and lately Paddington has referred the 
question to a special committee for report. Thus, at last, all the 
London Boroughs may now be said to be on the way to possessing 
a library system. Much remains to be done. St. Pancras—-the 
apostate borough must needs fail into line with these. The 
impelling fact in the case has been the matter of control. Unless 
these boroughs adopt the Acts before the 3ist March their power 
to do so will have passed to the London County Council, and the 
residents may appeal to that Council over the heads of the borough 
councils. There seems to have been some virtue, at any rate, in the 
clause empowering education committees to become library 
authorities. No borough is anxious to have its own powers 
restricted, even in what have been not exactly popular matters with 
them. 


There is a distinet moral in this for non-London authorities, a few 
of whom have refused to give their people the necessary facilities of 
a public library system. The peop'e in these places who desire a 
public library have now an appeal to their county council in all 
cases where the local authority is not the higher education authority. 
The towns which have neglected the obvious duty of providing 
libraries are these: Bacup, Crewe, Scarborough and Swindon, as 
well as Dover, Jarrow, Llandudno and Weymouth, which have 
adopted the Acts but have allowed the adoption to remain 
unenforced. In many of these cases a step upon the part of the 
County Councils concerned may expedite matters. These towns 
have an unenviable distinction in these days of education, and it 
may be possible for the Library Association to include some 
missionary work in these henighted centres in its programme. 


% 


‘ Nalgo ” has issued a post-war scale of salaries for application to 
all grades of the municipal service presumably, therefore, includ- 
ing librarians. The scale provides for a minimum commencing 
salary for lads of sixteen of £70, to rise automatically to £260, 
which figure is to be reached when the recipient is 31 years of age, 
irrespective of merits other than those implied in the words 
‘approved service.” Other grades for ‘‘ chief clerks” rise from 
£275 to £350, and a final grade for “‘ Deputies ” from £375 to £450, 
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The scale does not revise the chief clerks or deputies, who 
presumably, are already paid sums approximating to those named. 
We have only one comment to make on the scale, which seems fair 
enough for the average unskilled pen worker, and that is that it 
offers no inducement to men and women to qualify. Some standards 
should be required. 


At the last meeting of the Library Association some useful 
speeches were made by one or two of the prominent members. <A 
certain calculated (and it niay be, wise) indefiniteness characterised 
some of them; but we gather that it is thought that the new 
Libraries Act is an interim measure which is really preliminary to 
other and more comprehensive library legislation. So much has 
heen omitted from the Act that we hope this is so; and that a 
large consolidating Act, wiping out the dozen or so small Acts now 
voverning libraries, may be passed. Meanwhile we are told to resist 
all efforts of local education committees to capture libraries, 
especially as any transference of library powers to them will 
complicate the future legislation foreshadowed. Already there have 
heen attempts on the part of grasping directors of education to 
achieve this, but they have usually im fact, we believe they have 
all —failed. 


* * *% 


There is a good deal of interest at the present moment in the 
question of providing Lilraries for the various branches of the 
National Federation of Women’s Institutes of Great Britain. Many 
institutes have started small lending libraries, but there is no 
comprehensive scheme as yet, for the movement, as a whole. 
At a recent meeting in Shrewsbury, it was suggested that each 
County Federation might form a centre library, particularly of 
technical works, from which each institute could borrow the book 
they needed. In Shropshire the demand for books is steadily 
growing, and the desire should certainly be met, if possible. In 
Scotland, the Carnegie Trust has proved very helpful. <A 
system of travelling libraries might be excellent, if the Women’s 
Institutes could get in touch with such organisation. 

+ % * 

An interesting articie appeared in The Evening News of 26th 
January, from the pen of Mr. Harvey Clifton, a member of the 
Westminster Public Libraries Committee, pointing out the 
desirability of establishing in every works or big industrial concern 
a branch of the local public library, the books to be on the trade 
involved, economies, and general subjects. This is no new matter, 
but is worth reconsideration in the light of our new financial 
position. 
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SEX DISQUALIFICATION. 


By Marsorie Preacock. 
Wailasey Public Libraries. 


The passing of the recent Library Act brings with it the 
possibility of much development in Library work. In addition 
to the familiar forms of service and extension work which now 
receive an impetus, certain clauses will result in the establishment 
of new library areas. It is reasonable to expect, therefore, that 
there will be a consequeat new demand for librarians. This is 
commonplace and topical speculation. But, apropos, what are the 
prospects of women workers? 

In the history of library labour, we have reached the critical 
and dangerous point for women when, openly, sex is no dis 
qualification, yet in secret reality it is a most powerful handicap. 
Perhaps I should be wrong in asserting the general truth of this 
statement, but I know it to be an absolute fact, in certain quarters, 
that, when positions fall vacant, a woman's candidature is not 
considered, Following are the circumstances governing (a) a recent 
library appointment, and (b) a recent staff regrading. 

In case (a) an advertisement was inserted in a paper which is a 
usual medium for such appointments, notifying a vacancy for an 
assistant librarian, at so much per annum, and requiring such and 
such qualifications. My informant intended becoming a candidate 
for this appointment, but was wisely advised to ascertain first if 
women candidates were eligible, in order to save a_ wasted 
application. She accordingly made the enquiry. This was the 
reply: —-‘‘ There is no qualification as to sex. . . . The staff 
of the department, however, is entirely of men and lads, and I 
hardly think that the Committee would place a woman in command 
in present circumstances.’ 

I add no comment, except to emphasise my previous remark as 
to the danger to women of a situation which neither openly excludes 
them nor in reality admits them. I would suggest that secret 
boycott is worse than open boycott; because, whilst identical 
with the latter in effect, its secrecy disarms criticism. A_ nice 
problem arises as to what would be a satisfactory safeguard against 
secret boycott. Anonymous candidature, on the same principle 
as that on which the Library Association examinations are con- 
ducted, is unsatisfactory. Open candidature permits an appointing 
body to be influenced by outside knowledge of a candidate's ability 

knowledge which has reached it through other channels than the 
candidate's application. Also, the veil of disguise would be very 
thin and penetrable in many cases. For example, if candidates 
were to support their applications by reference to their own 
published works. Moreover, it is likely that attempts to minimise 
the chances of disclosure of identity would take the form of an 
increasing tendency to recognise only examinational certificates as 
evidence of professional ability. 





he 
on 
Ww 
nt 
at 


he 


al 
p. 


is 


ot 
nt 


in 
id 
te 


if 


1e 


i 


id 





THE LipraRy Wokr.p. 345 


Another phase of the sex disqualification problem is shown in 
case (b). The circumstances are as follows:—-Consequent upon 
the new library act, a new staff grading has been put into 
operation. Within one class there are two employees—-one a man, 
the other a woman. The man has about 18 months seniority of 
service on the staff, having commenced as a junior assistant under 
the old grading. He has given three years’ voluntary military 
service. He is a capable and conscientious counter assistant ; 
knows nothing of technical work (i.e., as regards special training 
or experience); and has hardly done a day’s study before, during, 
or since the period of his military service (he has been demobbed 
about seven months). He holds no L.A. certificates. The woman, 
on the other hand, was appointed to the library as a senior 
assistant while he was still on the junior staff. She holds several 
Library Association certificates. For two years during the war, 
staff emergencies threw to her lot much of the technical work, 
unsupervised, including all the classification and cataloguing. 
Under the new scheme both are graded as technical workers. 
Very begrudgingly, the woman has been placed on the same 
financial footing, because of the certificates she holds; but the 
ma. attains his financial standing simply because he is a man, and 
without one call upon his professional credentials. Moreover, he 
is given seniority of position because of his military service. 
Trench warfare as a training for librarianship! The whole 
position bristles with anomalies. 

Now, I am a sordid person who works for money rather than 
love (unlike so many librarians); and if I were in that girl's 
position I should feel distinctly annoyed. In fact I am annoyed 
as it is. 

The situation is dominated by the old reluctance to agree to 
equal pay for equal work. It is qualifications rersws sex; and sex 
seems to have a good chance of winning. Please understand that 
I am not claiming respect for the L.A. certificates as such. But 
what is required of one worker should be required of the other. 
If the woman has to have certificates, they should be required of 
the man. If the man’s brain and commonsense are sufficient 
qualification similar ability in the woman should suffice. 

The plea that a man should receive more remuneration for equal 
work is an old one, and appears to be urged mainly because of his 
alleged larger expenses in connection with wife, home, etc. Whilst 
opposing this reason, on principle, I also pause to ask how many 
bachelors are retained on the financial basis of female employees, 
because they do not choose to marry? Or how many women with 
dependants are put on to a male standing because of home 
expenses ? 

Unfortunately, the present position is aggravated by the 
prevailing sentiment in favour of ex-service men irrespective of 
other qualifications. I say ‘‘ unfortunately.” A question of 
professional status should be decided only by reference to 








346 THE Liprary Wor p. 


professional ability. The practice of allowing consideration of 
military service as such to influence appointments is professionally 
unsound and economically unfair. 

No. The soldier's satisfactory re-instatement into civil lite 
should be the affair of the authority which wrested him from it. 
And although private firms may, of course, do as they choose (or 
as their employees choose) in the matter, public appointments 
should be made strictly on a professional-capacity basis. By all 
means, let State, Municipal or cther funds be ear-marked for the 
purpose of adequately remunerating those who are suffering 
financial loss owing to the period in which they were involved in 
the state machine; but let equal work be accorded equal pay, 
status, and opportunity, irrespective of irrelevant qualificaticos 
or sex. 


SALES AND BOOK NOTES. 

Lord Lloward de Walden, an enthusiastic student of the Welsh 
language and a strong supporter of Welsh drama and music, has 
just bought the well-selected but small library of the late Sir T. 
Marchant Williams, one of the pioneers of Welsh education. In 
the library was a sixteenth-century Welsh MS. picked up by chance 
by Sir Marchant during a holiday in North Wales. 

The Hon. J. W. Fortescue was recently the honoured guest at 
a dinner given by the Authors Club. In replying to the toast he 
referred to his famous work “ The Llistory of the British Army,’ 
and said that while it was commended by many, it was read by 
only a few and purchased by none. Lle could not even claim 
‘““a penny a line.” Three farthings a line was approximately what 
he received and the purchasing value of that had declined to about 
three-eighths of a penny or thereabouts. But for all that he could 
say he enjoyed ‘‘ the joy of his work.” On the same occasion he 
was felicitous in his definition of war as ‘‘ the erudest method 
which was used by one community to enforce its will upon another. 

In March there will be held in New York the most important 
book sale held in that city since the dispersal of the famous [loe 
Library. On this oceasion it is the sinall, but very select collection 
of Mr. Walter Thomas Wallace, of South Orange, New Jersey. 
The Lamb part of the library is noteworthy for its completeness, 
including as a special rarity a copy of the long lost ‘‘ Poetry for 
Children ” by Charles and Mary Lamb, published in 1809 in two 
small volumes in Godwin's Juvenile Library and at last found in 
South Australia and sent to England in I877. Another rare item 
is the “* Threnodia Augustolis,” a small quarto written by Oliver 
Goldsmith in memory of the Princess Dowager of Wales, spoken 
and sung in the great room at Soho-square on the 20th February, 
1772. There are not more than two copies known to exist. This 
copy at one time belonged to Llorace Walpole, who wrote on the 
title “‘ By Dr. Goldsmith.” The other copy is now in the Widener 
collection in Harvard University, U.S.A. 
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Mr. John Galsworthy’s works are now being translated into 
French, and his plays “ strife’ and ‘‘ The Silver Box” are about 
to be played in Paris. 

Mr. Alfred Noyes did not mince words the other afternoon when 
he talked at the Royal Institution on * Some aspects of Modern 
Poetry.” He criticised the critics with a vengeance in directing 
attention to a writer who wrote attacking Tennyson and Browning 
concerning the sea and yet did not know the difference between a 
spar and a raft. He declared the ‘“‘ In memoriam “ to be the finest 
elegy ever written in any language. He emphatically denounced 
the ‘10,000 rebels who are all chanting in perfect unison a hymn 


of hate against the work of all preceding generations. These 
so-called rebels, he said, ought really to contend that the sun should 
rise at noon in three sections of livid green. J.A.J. 


LETTERS ON OUR AFFAIRS. 


A PROGRAMME. 

Dear ERATOSTHENES, 

Your desire after a programme, policy, or whatever you may call 

has my approval, so long as you go sntioudie. To take the 
ee matter first -that is, from the point of view of the country 

you are not quite fair in demanding a scale of salaries from the 
L.A. or L.A.A. They “ don't know where they are ” in the matter 
apparently. I see there is an article on the question in 7'he Library 
Assistant from some youngster whose zeal and righteous desire for 
reform have rather out-run his commonsense. Ile demands that the 
library assistant should be paid as any other municipal officer -he 
means of course that the municipal library assistant should ; some 
of us do not thrive on the rates--and I see no reason to quibble at 
that. Up toa point, that is. I most strongly object to a specialist, 
such as a qualified librarian, being classed with the clerical and 
administrative person in the rates, drains, and sanitary offices. The 
only scale that I can approve will depend (1) on the cost of living, 
(2) on qualifications, and (3) nef upon age. Thus the N.A.L.G.O. 
scheme has my unqualified disapproval. It 1s too generous to the 
municipal limpet—of whom there are hundreds—and_ ignores 
ability altogether. 

EstTiMATES. 

We have all been perspiring over our estimates lately, and what 
is exactly the best method to follow it is difficult to say. The crassest 
stupidity of past library history has, of course, been the low salaries 
to which I have just soulfully referred. Ought these to take the first 
big slice of probable new funds? If they do, out will come the local 
councillor with his sickening assurance that all we wanted the penny 
rate limit lifted for was to increase our salaries. You and I could 
answer that, of course, but there is a sort of inertia in the library- 
committee-mind (as I may so call it) which finds it difficult to answer 
these questions. My own view is: increase your estimates largely 
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on books, salaries, binding, ete., and ask for more than your real 
necessities demand, in order that the almighty Finance Committee 
may be able to knock something off —as is its way — without injuring 
your rea/ estimate. 

Bur 

I hope, however, that out of our experience this year we may be 
able to obtain some sort of standard estimate sheet, showing the 
distribution of income, ete., although it is of course early to hope 
for such a result. It is helpful to know what others are doing, and 
although the Library Association might fitly engage in drawing up 
model estimates to suit varying cases, it is not to be expected or 
even hoped that they will do so. 

““T.E.M.” as ‘‘ A Voice.” 

Over the initials “*T.E.M.” in The New Statesman for 24th 
January, a writer expatiates on the removal of the rate-limit, in 
an article called ‘‘ Books out of Bond.” ile makes some good points 
in showing what the real work of libraries is, and on other matters. 
Ile is obviously a librarian. That is why I question his making of 
the following statement, which 1s egotistical (I don't object to that) 
and unwise (to which I do object). Says he ‘‘ The Library Associa- 
tion viewed the transfer of Public Libraries to the Education 
Authorities with needless and exaggerated dread. This course the 
writer has advocated for years (sr), but his has been a voice crying 
in the wilderness.” Surely it was a wilderness somewhat remote ; 
I don't remember hearing the voice, although from time to time the 
suggestion has been made here and there. What I wish more 
pertinently to remark is that when the concensus of opinion in a 
profession is in favour of a certain course, the fact that one man, 
T.E.M. for example, thinks otherwise does not prove that the one 
man is somehow gifted with wisdom beyond his fellows. 

THE GoveERNMENT AND Library Positions. 

Recently the great librarian (I choose my adjectives) of the Patent 
Office, Mr. E. Wyndham Hulme, retired from his office —happily 
to serve librarianship in other capacities, and almost simultaneously 
the news reached us of the tragically sudden death of the assistant 
librarian, Mr. IL. V. Hopwood, who, in the order of succession 
would perhaps have received the appointment. The P.O. Library 
is the greatest, most advanced technical library in the Empire. 
Surely, we thought, Government would give this into the charge of 
a trained librarian. But not so; a worthy gent!eman from the other 
department of the Patent Office has been appointed, a gentleman 
who, so far as we know, has never done a stroke of library work in 
his life. I wish him nothing but good ; the fault is not his. What a 
commentary, however, on the attitude of those high in authority 
on librarianship, on the work of Mr. Hulme, of Mr. Hopwood! 
Thus does the spirit of cireumlocution mock the forces of light. 

CALLIMACHUS. 


[The Editor docs not hold himself responsible for the opinions of the 
writers of ** LETTERS ON OUR AFFAIRS."’] 





al 
Pe 
ig 


1e 


d 
p 


Yr 





THE LIBRARY Wor Lp. 349 
REPORTS. 


Cirencester, Bingham Public Library. Fourteenth Annual Report 
of the Trustees, 1918-19. 


Librarian: Warold Tempest. Population, 7,632. Income: 
£1,088. Expenditure: Books, binding and periodicals, £184; 
salaries and wages, £362. Stock: Lending, 10,510; reference, 
3,723. Issues: Lending, 52,387; reference, 953. 

A well produced booklet. There appears to be a very note- 
worthy amount of co-operation between the library authorities and 
various local societies, several of which regularly hold their 
meetings at the library. Perhaps as a result of this the percentage 
of the pepulation who are readers is an unusually high one— 
nearly 27 per cent. During the year the reference department 
has been re-organised, and classified according to Dewey, and a 
MSS. Card Catalogue prepared. 

Lincoln (City). Twenty-Fifth Annual Report of the Public Library 
Committee, 1918-19. 

Librarian: A. R. Corns, F.L.A. Income: £1,668; from rate 
(Id.), £1,112. Expenditure: Books, binding and periodicals, 
£352; salaries, £669. Stock: Lending, 13,207; reference, not 
shown. Issues: Lending, 112,003; reference issues not recorded. 

An excellently produced report, well printed on good paper, 
readable and interesting. The issues for the year are the highest 
yet recorded and exceed those for 1917-18 by 7,954. In spite of 
this increase the issues of juvenile books were fewer by 1,832. 
Several interesting exhibitions were held, including one, arranged 
at the time of the Parliamentary election, of posters, squibs, poll 
books, and illustrations concerned with bygone Lincoln electioas. 
These exhibitions always attract new borrowers, providing due 
publicity is given to them, and are to be encouraged. Progress 
has been made with the compilation of the City’s Roll of Honour, 
and judging by the specimen page which is included with this 
report, the production will be one worthy of it’s theme, and of 
the authority responsible for the publication. 

Rochdale (County Borough). Forty-Eighth Annual Report of the 
Public Libraries, Art Gallery, and Museum Committee, 1918-19. 
Chief Librarian: R. J. Gorvox, F.L.A. Population, 91,437. 

Income: Libraries, Art Gallery and Museum, £3,952 (from rate, 

1.98d., £3,662); Libraries alone, £2,858 (from rate, £2,644). 

Expenditure: Books, binding and _ periodicals, £648; fabric 

charges, £643 ; salaries, £976. Stock: Lending, 44,082; reference, 

20,391. Issues: Lending, 224,861; children’s reading room, 

16,009; reference (recorded issues), 5,959. 

The total issues (excluding the issues of books on the Reference 
Library open shelves which are estimated at 21,780) show an 
increase of 18,417 on the previous year, and of 54,000 on those for 
1913-14, and this has been attained in spite of a great need for 
increased accommodation at the Central Library. Three ‘‘ Little 
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Catalogues’’ of books for Mechanical Engineers and Metal 
Workers, the Building and Allied Trades, and the Textile Trades 
have been published, and distributed systematically to the various 
factories and workshops in the town. Many new borrowers were 
attracted by this means. 

Tynemouth (County Borough). Forty-Ninth Report of the Public 

Library Committee, 1918-19. 

Borough Librarian: Aterep Hair. Income: £1,045. Expendi- 
ture: £1,155. Stock: 27,322. Issues, 173,893. 

The committee regret to have to report the death in France 
in December, 1918, from wounds received in action on November 
4th, of 2nd-Lieutenant R. Il. U. Potts, the sub-librarian, and also 
that, in September, of Mr. H. T. Rutherford, for twenty years a 
co-opted member of the committee and its chairman for fifteen 
years. 

‘“In recognition of the good work of the-Library amongst the 
school children of the Borough, and in view of the resulting ‘ wear 
and tear, the Education Committee . . . have kindly agreed 
that the sum of £25 shall be included in their estimates each year 
for the purchase of suitable works for the juvenile department of 
the Public Library.” The duty of selection was delegated to four 
representatives of ‘the head teachers, the Education Secretary, and 
the Borough Librarian. 

West Hartlepool (County Borough). Twentieth to Twenty-Fourth 
(combined) Annual Reports of the Borough Librarian and the 
Hon. Supervising Librarian, 1914-19. 

Hon. Supervising Librarian: (during the period of the war): 
J. A. Cuaruton Deas, F.R.1ist.8., F.L.A. Director of the 
Public Library, Museum and Art Gallery: Maj. J. A. Lovts 
Downey, D.S.O., F.L.A. Population: 63,952. Statistics for 
1918-19-—Income: £1,318; from rate (1d.), £1, 122, Expenditure : 
Books, binding and periodica's, £174 ; fabrie charges, £517 ; salaries 
(no salary paid to Librarian on active service), £283. Stock : 
Lending, 14,122; reference, 3,178. Issues: Lending, 114,85 
reference, 7,380. 

A record of the work done under most adverse circumstances, 
during the five years from March, 1914, which reflects the highest 
credit upon all concerned. A few months before the outbreak of 
war the work of re-organising and extending the building with a 
view to introducing the open access system was commenced, and 
when, in August, Mr. Deas consented to supervise the work of 
the libraries in the absence of Mr. Downey on active service, the 
building was in the hands of the contractors and a large portion 
roofless. But the alterations were completed, nevertheless, by May 
and the building reopened by the Dean of Durham on the 19th of 
that month. In spite of the heavy work in connection with his own 
libraries at Sunderland, Mr. Deas spent one half day per week in 
West. Hartlepool, making the journey between the two towns 
no less than 251 times and travelling altogether, on behalf of the 
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library, a distance of over 13,600 miles. Mr. Deas speaks highly 
of the work done by the deputy-librarian, Mr. G. G. Clarke, unitl 
he too, joined the army, and of the ladies who succeeded to the 
post. ‘Two successful war exhibitions were held, and a record of 
the German bombardment of the town on 16th December, 1914, 
was compiled and was greatly appreciated when shown at the 
Mansion House, in June, 1917, at the formation of the Local War 
Relics Museum Association. 

Westminster (City). Report of the Public Libraries Committee, 

1918-19. 

Librarian: Frank Pacy. Population: 160,277. Income : 
£10,526; from rate (.38d.), £9,155. Expenditure: Books, binding 
and periodicals, £881; rents, loans, rates and taxes, £3,146; 
salaries, £4,181. Stock: Lending, 88,826; reference, 44,154. 
Issues: Lending, 158,778; reference (including 6,000 estimated 
open shelf issues), 28,991. 

In September, 1918, the third of the four libraries in the 
system was closed to the public, and naturally therefore there was 
a serious decrease in the issues for the year. Thirty members of 
the staff have seen active service, six making the supreme sacrifice. 
Three gained the Military Medaj. A new development in the work 
of the libraries has been that of issuing selections of books in 
connection with particular courses of reading, study or training, 
to schools and institutions applying for them. 


REVIEWS. 
PROFESSIONAL LITERATURE. 
Sayte, A. Village Libvaries: A Guide to ther Formation and 
Upkeep. Grant Richards, 1919 — 5s. net. 


Village Libraries is the story of a Hampshire experiment on voluntary 
lines, related by au amused but genial patron who studics psychology. In 
addition, the book records experiences and embodies hints which may be 
usefully acted upon: and in the preface the hope is expressed that the 
account may be of value to others desiring similarly to establish village 
libraries. The term village libraries here denotes voluntary institutions. 
\Itheagh the book has only recently appeared, the preface is dated March, 
1919. Since then, of course, the new Libraries Aet has considerably affected 
the prospects of rural districts in the matter of library provision. On the 
question of book selection the writer displays a refreshing absence of 
dogma, She says: “ Books should be chosen for the readers, and not 
readers for the books. An unread book is like a bad tenant—it does not 
pay for the room if oceupies, and keeps a better tenant out.” 

The author states that a village library is not a reference library. 
Doubtless she means that it need not be a reference library. In this 
connection one meets with an instance of the development of lanevage and 
the evelution of the meanings of words, for, apparently, under * reference ’ 
she classifies any book which has not a constant cireulation. Chapters are 
devoted to “Tlow a village committee works,” “Tow to start a village 
library.’ “‘Tlew to get funds and how to spend them,’’ “How to keep 
hor ks.” “ Rooks for children,”” “ Books for grown-ups,’ * Books for old 
people,” etc., ete. 
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LIBRARY PUBLICATIONS. 


Pittssurcu, Carnegie Library. Debate Index. 116 pp., 8vo. 

1919. 25 cents. 

Nearly 150 debaters’ handbooks and similar works are indexed, the 
entries being arranged in an alphabetic sequence of topics. We are shown 
where to find the pros and cons of every imaginable bone of contention— 
from Old Age Pensions to Wagner, from the Nebular Hypothesis to the 
moral justification of strikes. A most handy little book. 


Pirrssurcu, Carnegie Library. Technology Department. Technical 
Book Review Index. V.2, Nos. 3-4. September and December, 
1918. 50c. per annum. 


Published respectively in July and September. 1919. An index to the 
reviews appearing in certain scientific, technical and trade journals, 
arranged in alphabetic order under the name of the author of the book 
reviewed. A classified arrangement, with author index, would have made 
the booklet of much ereater value. However, we are informed in the 
preface that “its purpose is primarily to index reviews rather than to 
compete with any existing booklet by suggesting books on any subject,” 
and the list will be quite useful to those wishing to know the opinions 
of the Press on any given book. English books and English periodicals are 
not neglected. 


Severance, Henry Ormat. A Standard Library Organisation 
suggested for Missouri High Schoo's. 19 pp. (niversity of 
Missourt Bulletin, V. 20, No. 11; Education Series 13. 1919. 
Gratis. 

The foreword reads as follows: ‘‘ The movement for better library faci- 
lities in high schools 1s growing rapidly. The library is so great a factor 
in modern teaching that no school without adequate library facilities can 
justly claim to be modern in its methods or to give the best return for 
the money invested in it."’ For the purposes of the booklet, the schools 
are divided into three classes—those with less than 200 pupils, with 
between 200 and 500 pupils, and more than 500, and short and sensible 
information is given on the housing and adequate equipment, the librarian, 
the scientific selection and care of books, the classification and catalogu- 
ing of them, the establishment of a serviceable loan system, and the 
adequate annual appropriation for salaries, purchase of books and other 
expenses, suitable for each class of school. A short but useful—and_ in 
such cases these two adjectives generally go together if the titles have 
been well selected —bibliography is given. 

All high schools accredited by the University of Missouri were cir- 
cularised and the data concerning the 179 who replied is summarised. Of 
fourteen schools with over 500 pupils, six employ full-time librarians, 
three of whom have had technical training; of thirty-five schools with 
between 200 and 500 pupils, ten employ full-time librarians, It is 
extremely doubtiul if such satisfactory reports would result from a cir- 
cularisation of English high schools—but the work is one full of oppor- 
tunities both for the library assistant and the teacher. 


Weiiman, Hitter C. An Article of Faith. 9 pp. New York 

Public Library, 1919. 

An address delivered by the Librarian, City Library Association, 
Springfield, Massachusetts, before the graduating class of the Library 
School, New York Public Library, June 6th, 1919. Mainly a discussion of 
the censorship of selection and of the limitations of the propaganda work 
(connected with outside matters) to be carried out by public libraries. 
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Bolton Public Libraries. Catalogue of Books in the Central Lend- 
ing and Reference Libraries, edited by Archibald Sparke. Class 
Lists: 1, Architecture, Building, Landscape Gardening, 75 pp., 
ld. ; 2, Fine Arts, 142 pp., 2d.; 3, Useful Arts, 126 pp., 2d.; 
and Supplement, 47 pp., Id.; and, Music and Domestic 
Economy, 113 pp., 2d.; 5, Philosophy and Religion, 387 pp., 
3d.; 6, Sociology, 295 pp., 3d.; 7, Philosophy and Literature, 
387 pp., 3d.; 8, Natural Science, 310 pp., 3d.; 9, Medicine, 
Sports, Photography, Agriculture, etc., 160 pp., 2d. 

This, the largest complete classified catalogue which has been 
issued in the past few years, has not yet received either in our 
own or other professional pages the attention which its merits 
deserve. Up to the present ten parts, covering all the classes in 
the Dewey Classification (according to which scheme the entries are 
arranged), excepting General Works and History, and a Supple- 
ment to the List of Books on Useful Arts and Engineering have 
been published. The first part was issued in August, 1911, the 
ninth in May, 1918, the supplement in October, 1918, and the 
tenth in 1919. The main entries are arranged in a strict detailed 
classified sequence, the order under each class being then author 
alphabetical. Excellent author and subject indexes are provided. 
In fact the author index is rather more than a mere index; each 
book being allotted a separate, if brief, entry it becomes almost 
equivalent to a condensed author catalogue. In a few cases title 
entries are given when there is any possibility of a book being 
known only by its title, e.g., Salut D'Amour (Elgar), Paul Jones 
(Planquette). 

The entries are only very occasionally annotated the curtailing 
of this desirable feature is obviously necessitated by space limita- 
tions — but the contents of collected and composite works are shown. 

At the beginning of each part is found a short preface and an 
outline of the classification as far as it is included in that part. 

So far as we are aware this is the only ambitious printed 
catalogue to be issued, either wholly or in part, during the war, 
and, doubtless, ardent adversaries of the printed catalogue in all 
its forms (and a specimen such as this is a fine answer to many 
of their stock objections) will seize upon this fact as another proof 
of their theory that this form of publication is dying a natural 
death. Without renewing a favourite controversy, why should the 
printed catalogue die at all! Is there any reason, for example 
(and this point seems to have been largely ignored by the 
controversialists) why a library should confine its efforts to the 
provision of only one form of catalogue? Does the publication of a 
printed catalogue preclude the existence, on the library premises, 
of that complete and absolutely up-to-date catalogue of the sheaf 
or card variety which we all admit to be indispensable! 

The provision of a complete union card catalogue at Bolton is 
in abeyance at present owing to lack of floor space to accommodate 
it, but such a catalogue is to be provided when possible, and it is 
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also intended to issue supplements to the printed lists when they 
become necessary. 

Again, with the increase in inter-library co-operation which is 
inevitable in time to come, it must he remembered that only with 
the aid of a printed catalogue can a librarian know, witheut waste 
of time, to what library he must turn for assistance in supplying 
the wants of a reader in any direction where his own resources have 
broken down. 

If the development of the card catalogue should really drive the 
printed list out of existence we must pity the bibliographers of a 
few generations hence. They wil! have to depend upon publishers’ 
catalogues for all their information in which case it will be small 
wonder if future students do not regard the literary achievements 
of this age as having possessed superlative merits! 

This is not, however, a discussion of the merits and demerits of 
printed catalogues in general, but a criticism of the Bolton catalogue 
in particular. The good qualities of the production are, however, 
so many and obvious (besides which, when a thing is good it is 
difficult to be more explicit) that T will confine myself to discussing 
a few faults, and let the merits be adjudged by the triviality or 
unsoundness of this destructive criticism 

Firstly, this catalogue lists only the books in the Central Lending 
and Reference Libraries. A Union Catalogue, serving also the 
branches, would have been of much greater value Users of a 
branch library are only too apt to forget that the Central Library 
is provided for ther henefit as well as for that of residents in the 
centre of the town. 

That is the only important criticism that can be levelled at the 
production to be trivial, then. The grouping, in one list, of books 
on Architecture, the Building Trades and Landscape Gardening, 
is perfectly sound and admirable, yet the connection in another 
list (Part 4) of Music and Domestic Economy—though maybe 
justified on the double score that music is essentially a homely 
pursuit, and that the mothers and daughters who will compose the 
section of the public to make most use of the Musie Catalogue will 
have their attention drawn to that much neglected subject, 
Domestic Economy the juxtaposition of these subjects may strike 
some as rather uncalled for. 

Mr. Sparke has modified and extended Dewey in places with 
advantage, but such divisions as that invented in 787 of 787.13, 
Violin solos (with pianoforte accompaniment) and 787.15 Violin 
and Pianoforte, are to be avoided. Who shall say where the 
distinction lies? If there must be two sub-divisions let the first 
be kept for unaccompanied violin solos. 

By the way, Chopin (Frederic Frangois) ‘‘ Six chants polonais de 
Chopin, transcrits pour le piano, par F. Liszt,” placed here in 
786.45, are neither dances, nor primarily Chopin. The proper 
place is 786.48 Variations, transcriptions, under Liszt, with a 
reference from Chopin. 

Is this minute sub-division of such classes as Music and Literature 
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altogether desirable, though? Is anything to be gained by scatter- 
ing Chopin's Pianoforte Works for examp'e under seven different 
headings as is done here! 

When we come to the Literature catalogue fresh objections arise. 
Ilow many people know off-hand the dates between which a writer 
lived? Is Kipling one of the ‘‘ Other Victorian Poets ” (to which 
class he is here relegated) or “‘ Early Twentieth Century“! As 
a matter of fact he is neither. 

To bring our decrescendo of triviality to an appropriate close 
there are rather a number of misprints scattered throughout the 
catalogue. The entry for Stevenson, on page 178 of part 7, is 
wrongly indexed, in that same entry “‘-puerisque” is mis-spelt 
‘* puerioque,” on p.v. of part 4 we read 15 instead of 51, and so on. 

In conclusion it is to be remarked that the catalogue is by 
way of being a miracle of cheapness; we do not remember any 
other public library to have issued a class-list such as that on 
Philosophy and Religion here included of 387 pages of crown- 
octavo print for so low a price as three-pence; and the whole 
catalogue, of 2,042 pages, costs the buyer Is. 10d.! It is cheap 
only in the practical sense of the word; the cataloguing, classifies 


tion, printing and paper are all good. L..R.McC. 
GENERAL. 


Towntey, C. Wy Horizon. Small crown, pp. 112, boards, Geo. 

Sell & Sons, Ltd. 1919. 3/6 nett 

Pleasant essays on “ The Necessity of Ideals,’ “The Striving after 
Effect,” “ Loneliness,’ a plea for beauty and the author's ideas of books 
and reading. “ To live,’ he says, “the book must possess an atmosphere 
in which the reader learns to breathe.’ These little essays have atmosphere. 

FICTION. 
- Rita.” Diana of the EB phesians Cr. 8vo., pp. 196. Sampson 
Low, Marston, 1919. 7s. 

This novel presents a curious study in egotism. Diano Salvideros, a 
girl of Greek extraction is toisted upon her guardian hy an unscrupulous 
woman and she manages in a short time, through excessive confidence in 
her own power and genius, to worm her way into the English family life 
into which she has thus been introduced, 

We cannot quite believe in Diana and her overweening vanity, and we 
prefer a more lovable central figure, but the character is clever and the 
authors style always appeals to popular taste. 

Lewis, Epwarp. The Turning Point. Cr. 8vo., pp. 320. Sampson 
Low, Marston. 1919. 6/- net. 

David Menhinnib is a clever, ambitious youth, whose mother urges him 
on to fame and fortane. His father, on the other hand, wishes to restrain 
him, believing that his career will cost more than it is worth. Two women 
enter his life, Helen and Lydia, and he finds his truest development when 


he finds the latter. 

JUVENILES. 

Gotpinc, Harry. Zoo Days. With 48 coloured plates by Margaret 
W. Tarrant. 4to. cloth, pp. 334. Ward, Lock & Co., Ltd. 
1919. 6s. net. 

Zoo Days ought to be in the hands of every juvenile animal lover; it 
is a most attractive book with delightful pictures. Even the end papers 
are a joy and the text is full of ‘cute bits of information. 
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BOOKS RECEIVED. 


Pyke, Lintan M. A Prince at School. Cr. 8vo., pp. 
Ward, Lock & Co. 1919. 3/6 net. 
FICTION. 
Bevan, Tom. Vhe House Divided. Cr. Svo., pp. 272. Sampson 
Low, Marston. 1919. G/- net. 


252, illus. 


MANCHESTER AND DISTRICT LIBRARY FELLOWSHIP. 
With the return of the members from military service, the 
Manchester and District Library Fellowship was able to restart its 
activities after three years last October, under the Presidency of 
Charles W. Sutton, Esq., M.A., Chief Librarian of the Manchester 
Public Libraries, supported by : 
Henry Guppy, Esq., M.A., Librarian, The John Rylands Library. 
L. Stanley Jast, Esq., F.L.A., Deputy Chief Librarian, 
Manchester Publie Libraries. 
Ernest Axon, Esq., F.L.A., Chief Assistant Librarian, 
Manchester Public Libraries. 
Guthrie Vine, Esq., M.A., Sub-Librarian, The John Rylands 
Library. 

Julian Peacock, Esq., The John Rylands Library. 

Several meetings have been held, all well attended. At each of 
these meetings there has been a considerable number of new 
members for election. 

The membership is now ever one hundred. 

One of the chief features of this Society is the commencement this 
year of a number of Study Circles, led by the members themselves. 
Four cire’es have been formed on the lines of the L ibrary Association 
Professional Syllabus, and are: 

Cataloguing, conducted by Ernest Axon, Esq., F.L.A. 

Classification, conducted by W. Geo. Fry, Esq., F.L.A. 

Library Routine, conducted by Harry Fostall, Esq., F.L.A. 

Literary History, conducted by Edmund Ogden, Esq., B.A. 

There is also another circle for the Dramatic Reading of Plays 
under the leadership of W. W. Roberts, Esq., B.A. These classes 
evidently supply a need, for no fewer than one hundred names have 
been handed to the secretary. 

The Honorary Secretaries are Geoffrey R. Axon, Librarian, 
Rusholme Branch Library, Manchester Public Libraries, and Miss 
(. L. Bain, of the Administration Department, Manchester Public 
Libraries. 
| C agreceloqqenrate SUBJECTS, SCIENCE and MATHEMATICS 

taught privately by A.M. Institute of Civil Engineers and 
Gold Medallists. Write to R. E. J., Coptic House, 8, Coptic 
Street, W.C.1. 


Printed by Privrive-Crarr, Lrp.. London and Mansfield, and Published for the 
Proprietors by Grarron & Co., 8, Coptic Street, Bloomsbury, London, W.C., 1. 








